
















































































































































































































































































































































































 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  Agenda Item No. 45 
 

MEETING OF THE METROPOLITAN TRANSIT SYSTEM 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
May 17, 2012 

SUBJECT:  
 

CITY/PARK STREETCAR FEASIBILITY STUDY UPDATE AND FINAL REPORT 
(DENIS DESMOND AND SHARON COONEY) 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

That the Board of Directors receive a report for information and provide comments. 
 
Recommendation by the Executive Committee 

At its meeting on May 10, 2012, the Executive Committee recommended forwarding this agenda 
item to the Board of Directors for information and comments. 

Budget Impact 
 
None. 

  
DISCUSSION: 
 

Several American cities have built new or vintage streetcar systems within the past 15 years to 
spur economic development, reduce parking demands, and enhance pedestrian mobility.  
Streetcars differ from light rail because they generally feature single-car consists and operate in 
mixed-traffic. San Diego’s last streetcar turned into the barn in 1949, but the recent 
implementation of the Silver Line by San Diego Vintage Trolley, and the upcoming centennial of 
Balboa Park, has sparked an interest by many in seeing streetcars once again ply the streets of 
our area.  MTS received a Caltrans planning grant last year to study the feasibility of 
constructing and operating a streetcar line between Downtown San Diego and Balboa Park.  
MTS retained Parsons-Brinkerhoff to conduct the technical portions of the study, which is now 
complete.  Staff will provide a final report on the findings of the feasibility study and discuss 
potential next steps. 

 

 
Paul C. Jablonski 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
Key Staff Contact:  Denis Desmond, 619.515.0929, denis.desmond@sdmts.com  
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