






























æÐtkr#nTranssvs,em
REQUEST TO SPEAK FORM

PLEASE SUBMIT THIS COMPLETED FORM (AND YOUR WRITTEN STATEMENT)
TO THE CLERK OF THE BOARD PRIOR TO DISCUSSION OF YOUR ITEM

INSTRUCTIONS
This Request to Speak form
item to the Clerk of the Board (please attach any written statement to this form). Communications
on hearings and agenda items are generally limited to three minutes per person unless the Board
authorizes additional time; however, the Chairperson may limit comment to one or two minutes each
if there are multiple requests to speak on a particular item. General public comments on items not
on the agenda are limited to three minutes. Please be brief and to the point. No yielding of time is
allowed.
General Public Comments.

PLEASE PRINT

DATE

AGENDA ITEM NO.

ORDER REQUEST RECEIVED

Name

Address

Telephone

Organization Represented

Subject of Your Remarks
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Regarding Agenda ltem No.

Your Comments Present a
Position of:
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TESTIMONY AT NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS
At Public Hearings of the Board, persons wishing to speak shall be permitted to address the Board
on any issue relevant to the subject of the Hearing.

DISCUSSION OF AGENDA ITEMS
ïhe Chairman may permit any member of the public to address the Board on any issue relevant to
a particular agenda item.

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS ON MATTERS NOT ON THE AGENDA
Public comment on matters not on the agenda will be limited to five speakers with three minutes
each, under the Public Comment Agenda ltem. Additional speakers will be heard at the end of the
Board's Agenda.
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MTS BOARD MEETING
Ittly 28,2016
RE: Reinstatement of Sunday Bus Route 1,058 that serves Milton Street and Burgener Blvd.

My name,is Melinda Murdock and I am a parishioner at St. David's Episcopal Church at 5050 Milton
Street in the 92110 areawhich is Bay Park/Clairemont. Our church sitÀ at the corner of Burgener Blvd.
and Milton Street and there is a bus stop on this corner.

Up until February 28,2010, many of our parishioners and food pantry clients used the portion of bus
route 1058 that serves Milton Street and Burgener Blvd. on Sunãays which comes frornClairemont
Drive down Burgener to St. David's, and from Morena Blvd. up Milton Street to St. David's. The
other weekend routes (1054v Ç D, and E) run seven days a *eèk. It is only 1058 that was
discontinued on Sundays. The service was discontinued because of low ridership and complaints
from residents about "empty buses going by in the early morning," according to one of yoúr staff
members. At that time St. David's food pantry was just begiruring so out ussu-ption is ihat the
ridership would be higher now

We arehere today to request that this Sunday bus service be reinstated, advocating for those who
would be most served by this route and cannot be here today. Resumption of this lmportant bus route
on Sunday's in the Bay Park area will allow seniors and other residents to attend church and access
resources at St. David's and other church's on the route. We have about 100 people attending services
on Sundays as well as approximately 55 people who are served by our weekly Food Pantry. Some of
our food-pantry clients come on bikes or walk and then have difficulty carrying their boxe-s and bags
of food. We try to give them rides down to a bus stop or to the trolley but ilis not always possible.
Some of these people live in Sorrento Towe4, an inc ependent-living apartment community for low-
income seniors and those with ry near the bus stop on the corner óf Burger,",
and Clairemont Drive. We try t e residents to and from St. David's but itls a
hardship on our stretched-thin route from that corner to St. David's would
alleviate much of this anxiety and provide a needed
service for those who live there. The Tower has
approximately 210 units.

Currently, the bus gets people to the bottom of Milton
Street or to the end of Burgener Blvd. but ends there.
Milton is an uphill walk about 1.1 miles and the walk
down Burgener on the other side is nearly a mile, too
long for many of these residents to walk. Agairy we
are not requesting a new service, but a revision of an
existing service back to an earlier state.

We would appreciate your serious consideration of
this bus route change that would serve the residents
in and around this area.

Thank you.

CONTACT:
Melinda Murdo cþ 858-58 1 -60 67, v iv idl2@aol. com
The Rev. ]ason Samuels, St. David's Episcopal Churcþ 619-276-4567, rcctor@saintdavidschurch.com
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TESTIMONY AT NOTICED PUBLIC HEARINGS
At Public Hearings of the Board, persons wishing to speak shall be permitted to address the Board
on any issue relevant to the subject of the Hearing.

DISCUSSION OF AGENDA ITEMS
The Chairman may permit any member of the public to address the Board on any issue relevant to
a particular agenda item.
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Public comment on matters not on the agenda will be limited to five speakers with three minutes
each, under the Public Comment Agenda ltem. Additional speakers will be heard at the end of the
Board's Agenda.
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4265 Fairmount Ave.

Dear Mr. Jablonski and MTS Board members,

OnJuly T,20T6,MTSannounceda"nelpartnershipwithUber"thatundercuttwoofthebiggestopportunities
that taxi drivers have for providing service - Comic-Con and baseball's All Star game, Is this "new partnership"

now part of MTS policy? What about our taxi drivers?

According to Uber's General Manager in San Diego, Uber is gearing up to replace taxi drivers. In the MTS press

release he states, "Our goal in San Diego is for UbeTPOOL to serve as a complement to public transpoftation,

connecting riders to work, school and the places they love. Uber wants to provide the connections between riders'

homes and the nearest transit station, wherever it may be. But this is part of the service that taxis are designed to

provide the public. If MTS thinks the taxi industry is not up to that task then it should bring that issue to us and

give us the opportunity to respond. We pay for your services and we deserve your respect in return.

This letter registers our complaint with your "new partnership" with UberPOOL, which conflicts directly with our

taxi industryãs part of the local public transportation system, We say "public" because by law MTS licenses and

regulates our local taxi industry in the public interest. To pay for this activþ you collect fees from all permit

holders. We are the partners that pay you! But with UberPOOL, MTS has ignored our relationship and hurt the

revenues of our taxi industry.

MTS has determined that it is in the public interest to highly regulate taxis with regulations that are 40 pages long,

while Uber and other app platform services have few regulations under the state's Public Utilities Commission.

MTS has several staff to enforce taxi regulations full-time while the PUC has one person locally who cannot begin

to oversee all the platfbrm drivers,

Our taxi drivers complain to MTS when Uber drivers use our taxi stands or otherwise abuse our taxi business but

MTS staff say they have "no jurisdiction" over Uber and other platform drivers, so they do n'othing' This is not

"fair" competition and we need MTS to help resolve these issues.

Some of the taxi regulations make sense, especially the fact that all taxi drivers are subject to the highest level

background checks that use fingerprinting while Uber drivers are not. Taxi drivers, as independent contractors,

pay lãcal business license fees like all small businesses are supposed to do, but Uber drivers are not required to do

so. Does this make them good partners for MTS?

The MTS Taxi Advisory Committee has been reformed in recent years to include more equal representation_ of all

taxi drivers and exists to provide feedback on taxicab matters. We believe it should have this Uber partnership be

the main item for discussion on next meeting's agenda. In the meantime, therc should be no other "partnering"

with unlicensed app platform ride services.

Suite 180 San Diego Callîornia 92105

MikaiilHussein
United Taxi Workers of San Diego
President/CEO

Phone: (6 1 91255-7 355 www'utwsd,org F ax; (6 I 9'1255-7 37 5

Advocate.Educate.Organize'EmPower
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MTS TEAMS UP WITH UBER FOR ALL.STAR GAME, COMIC.CON
NCTD also expands

services for Tuesday

BY MICHAEL SMOLENS

SANDIEGO
More trolleys and trains

will be available for Trresdaf s
All-Sta¡ Game, and lJber has
struck up a partnership to be
partofthedeal.

The Metropolitan Tlaruit
System is t€aming up with
Uberto give greateraccess to
trolleys and Rapid service
buses to both the game and
Comlc-Con l¡rtemational at

the dou¡ntown Convention
CenterJuþ21-24.

The partnerslrip will offer
a one-time discount of $5 for
uberPOOL riders who use its
service to arive or depart
from selected MTS Tra¡sit
Centers. lbe ide4 ofcourse,
is for people to leave their ca¡s
athome.

UbeTPOOL riders enter
the code MfSIJBER and the
discount is applied if they are
picked up or drcpped off at
one ofthe centers:

. TÌolley Tlansit Centers:
IrisAvenue, H Street, Eighth
Street, Ba¡rio logÞ¡t' Euclid,

L€mon Grove, Santee, E Ca-
Jon, Grossmont Centet 70th
Street, SDSU, Mission San
Die go, Mission Valley Center,
Fa.st¡ionValley and Old lbwrr' . R¿pid Ttansit Stations:
Escondido, Rancho
Bemardo, Sabre Springs,
Mtrarnar Collep and Clty
HeighLslra¡¡sitPlaza

For mor€ information on
this program and other IWIS
services, go to sdmts.corn

Mea¡rwhile, trlffS andthe
North County Transit Dis-
trlct a¡e ofrerfng enhanced
service forAll-Sta¡ Game fes-
tivities ftom the weekend

through Tlresday. The açn-
cles note that parting is t¡ee
at spots along trolley and
Coasterraillines.

Þ<tratra¡sit service:
.MlStrolleyswillbe op

erating on a l5-minute
schedule most of the day on
all three lines through Tues-
day.

. lbequency will increase
on the Green Line and UC
San Diego Blue Li¡re before
and afterthe I-egends & Ce-
leþrity Softball Game on Sun-
day, tlle Home Run Derby on
Monday, and All-Star Game
onTl¡esday.

. NCID Coasterwilladd a
southþound train departing
Ocesnside Transit Center on
Sunday at noor¡ and on Mon-
day andÎtresdayat 1:56 pln
the Coaster will also have
special northbound trains
leaving Santa Fe Depot one
hour afterAll-Sta¡ Ga¡re ac-
tivities end (leaving at mid-
night at the latest) on Su¡r-
day, ItÁonday and Tlresday.

Some ofthe most conven-
ient Pa¡k & Ride locatlons
are:

. Qualcorr¡m Stadium
Tlolley Station (Green Line) :

5,000 free pa¡king spots.

. El CdonTlansit Center
(GreerVOrangB Llnes); <l(¡9

fteepartdngspots.
. Old Town Tla¡sit Cen-

ter ( Coaster and Green Line) :

412 tuee pa¡tingqpoLs.
. Oceanside ltansit Cen-

ter (Coaster) : 1B00 ftee park-
ingæots.

.Solana Beach TÏansit
Center (Coast€r): 32ã free
parldngspots.

Fbr more informatlon
aboú NqtD, visit C¡oNCID-
.oonl.

michael.smolens@
sduniontribune.com
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Suspend the Taximeter Extra, Kamran Hamidi, KlÞCl0e20@gmatl¡,Sm, MTS Board July 28, 2016

Hello Chair Mathis and Board members,

For the past l0 years I have been watching our airpoft like a hawk and as one of my fellow attorney colleagues
says I know more about the airport trip tax than anyone on the planet. I have been collecting evidence ever
since I graduated with my 3rd degree in the law nearly 10 years ago. Unlike MTS which I like, our airport has
been filled with sin and folly, "when they are talking they're lying, when they're quiet they're stealing."

The airport has been using you to illegally tax taxi passengers through the taximeter extra button, and then it
has illegally gifted that money to private taxi companies. lt's theft because the sticker says Airport Trip Fee,
but the taxi companies are told by the airport to keep some of the money and not pay it to the airport. lt's like
Walmart keeping your sales tax rather than paying it to the state. lt is a specific violation of Ordinance No. 1 1,

and it is going on today at the curb, and you must take action today to suspend the extra button because of it.

ln October of 1970 the Mayor of San Diego was arrested and 7 City Council members, and 1 city manager
were indicted for illegally increasing ourtaxi rates in 1967. lwill neverthreaten anyone, but lonly mention it
because I don't want history to repeat itself or even rhyme. I don't want the airport to get the beneflt and you to
get the burden because you are solely responsible for the extra button. I want MTS and those of you running
for Mayor to stay clear and away from the airport's sin and folly.

On March 6,2014 Mr. Alvarez got the airport managers to admit that the Airport Trip Fee is really a tax and he

concluded by stating quote, "...it wouldn't be a cost recovery fee, it's a premium." I wish Mr. Alvarez would
have stopped the airport tax then, and he may have to recuse himself today because he has served on both

boards.. 
I

lllegal airport checks as large as $2500 to taxi companies started as soon as you gaire the airport the t&imeter
extra. The airporttrip fee stafted at 50 cents, then a dollar, then 1.50, then 2 dollars, then 2.50, then 2.71, and
now they are trying to raise it to 2.90, because they think you gave them a blank check. Passengers today
expect to pay less because of Uber and Lyft, but the Airport extra keeps going up.

At the very least send them a letter and tell them you are not raising the extra button to $2.90 and you will
suspend the button in 60 days, unless they come back and justify their actual cost recovery to you. Armed with
your suspension, I will then shift my focus to the airpoft and we can cap the extra or get rid of it completely.
You and ldid lhis before successfully in 2010when MTS suspended theAirportTrip Fee on passengers after
my 2010 complaint. lt is like airport whack-a-mole. You are solely liable for the taximeter extra and you cannot
rely on indemnification or support from the City nor the airport. Airport indemnification is like bribery and the
City Attorney even wrote an opinion stating this may all be a tax.

With $300M in annual revenue, the airport trip fee is a small rounding error, and the airport will likely back

down if you suspend the extra button today; a tap on the brakes is all that is needed.

lf you do not take action to suspend the extra you will be left holding the airport's hot potato, without
indemnifìcation and without supporl from the City.

WIIFM-TS: What's ln lt For M-TS, and what's the right thing to do for the traveling public? A freeze and a 60
day notice of suspension of the taximeter extra is the right thing to do for the traveling public.



REPORT TO THE HONORABLE
MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

Trip Fee amount would need to be considered along with the annual permit fees charged taxicab
owners for their Airport operating pennits.

4, Entrance, Use, Purchase, Rental, or Lease of State Property

A charge imposed for entrance to or use of local govemment
property, or the purchase, rental, or lease of local government
property.
Cal. Const., art. XIII C, $ 1(e)(4).

The ground transportation facilities at the Airport are the property of the Airport
Authority and it is possible that a fee imposed upon taxicab opèrators to use that property could
fali within this exception. Howevor, if the Airport Authority's proposal were adopted, and the

Trip Fee were added into the taxicab meter fares, then the fee would not be paid by the taxicab
operator, but by the airport passenger who wishes to be transported from the Airport by a
taxicab. The Trip Fee might be considered to be a reasonable charge for a taxicab passenger's

use of the Airport property, in that the taxicab patron's use is different than those who use private

transportation, However it is not clear how the courts will interpret this exception where the
nexus between those paying for the use of local governmental property and the actual user of that

property are so attenuated.

CONCLUSION

-6- May 16, 2011

impoi sition 26. While there is no body of case law in which to predict the eventual

interpretation of the State courts, it is uncertain whether the exceptions related to fees paid in
retunr for a speoific benefit or privilege will apply. It is possible that the Trip Fee may be upheld

as paying for a specific governmental service exclusively benefiting taxicabs and other vehicles

for hire. Any fees recovered must be reasonable in relation to the cost incurred and any other fees

imposed upon taxicabs and other vehicles for hire. The Trip Fee might be upheld as a fee paid

for the entrance or use of local govemment property, However, the Trip Fee would be paid by a

taxicab customer and not the taxicab operator. It is unknown whcthor a Court would support the

extension of this exception beyond the operator of the taxicab.
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