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Click link to access the meeting:
https://usO02web.zoom.us/j/94562188418
H_J_

Computer: Click the link above. You will be prompted to run the Zoom browser or Zoom Meeting ID
X Zoom application. Once signed on to the meeting, you will have the option to join using
your computer audio system or phone.

Ways to Join

Webinar Features:

e

P | Use the raise hand feature every time you wish to make a public comment.
Raise Hand

Participants can enable closed captioning by clicking the CC icon. You may also view the full transcript
and change the font size by clicking ‘subtitle settings’. These features are not available via phone.

>

This symbol shows you are muted, click this icon to unmute your microphone.

P This symbol shows you are currently unmuted, click this button to mute your microphone.

The chat feature should be used by panelists and attendees solely for “housekeeping” matters as
P comments made through this feature will not be retained as part of the meeting record. See the
Live Verbal Public Comment for instructions on how to make a public comment.

e f

}» Smartphone or Tablet: Download the Zoom app and join the 2 Download on the pu—
L 2 meeting by clicking the link or using the webinar ID (found in the link). S App Store » Google Play

“ Phone:
»  1.I|fyouare joining the meeting audio by phone and viewing the meeting on a device, dial the number provided in the
‘join audio’ phone call tab of the initial pop-up, and enter the Meeting ID (found in the link).

2. If you are joining by phone only, dial: +1-669-900-9128 or +1-253-215-8782 and type the meeting ID found in the link,
press #. You will have access to the meeting audio, but will NOT be able to view the PowerPoint presentations.

Live Verbal Public Comments: Use the ‘Raise Hand’ icon every time you wish to make a public
comment on an item. Raise your hand once the agenda item you wish to comment on has been called. In person
public comments will be taken first, virtual attendees will be taken in the order in which they raise their hand.
Requests to speak will not be taken after the public comment period ends, unless under the Chair’s discretion.
General Public Comment, at the beginning of the Board of Directors meeting only, will be limited to five speakers.
Additional speakers with general public comments will be heard at the end of the meeting. Two-minutes of time is
allotted per speaker, unless otherwise directed by the Chair.

Public Comments Made Via Zoom Public Comments Made by Phone Only

1. Click the link found at the top of this instruction page 1. Dial +1-669-900-9128

2. Click the raise hand icon located in the bottom 2. Type in the zoom meeting ID found in the link and press #
center of the platform 3. Dial *9 to raise your hand via phone

3. The Clerk will announce your name when it is your 4. The Clerk will call out the last 4 digits of your phone
turn to speak number to announce you are next to speak

4. Unmute yourself to speak 5. Dial *6 to unmute yourself


https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoom.videomeetings&pli=1
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id546505307
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/94562188418
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Written Public Comments (before the meeting): written public comments will be recorded
in the public record and will be provided to MTS Board Members in advance of the meeting. Comments must be
emailed or mailed to the Clerk of the Board* by 4:00pm the day prior to the meeting.

Translation Services: Requests for translation services can be made by contacting the Clerk of the
Board* at least four working days in advance of the meeting.

In-Person Participation: In-person public comments will be heard first. Following in-person public
comments, virtual attendees will be heard in the order in which they raise their hand via the Zoom platform.
Speaking time will be limited to two minutes per person, unless specified by the Chairperson. Requests to
speak will not be taken after the public comment period ends, unless under the Chair’s discretion.

Instructions for providing in-person public comments:

1. Fill out a speaker slip located at the entrance of the Board Room;

2. Submit speaker slip to MTS staff seated at the entrance of the Board Room;

3. When your name is announced, please approach the podium located on the right side
of the dais to make your public comments.

Members of the public are permitted to make general public comment at the beginning of the agenda or specific
comments referencing items on the agenda during the public comment period. General Public Comment, at

the beginning of the Board of Directors meeting only, will be limited to five speakers. Additional speakers with
general public comments will be heard at the end of the meeting.

Assistive Listening Devices (ALDS): ALDs are available from the Clerk of the Board* prior to the
meeting and are to be returned at the end of the meeting.

Reasonable Accommodations: As required by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), requests
for agenda information in an alternative format or to request reasonable accommodations to facilitate meeting
participation, please contact the Clerk of the Board* at least two working days prior to the meeting.

*Contact Information: Contact the Clerk of the Board via email at ClerkoftheBoard@sdmts.com,
phone at (619) 398-9681 or by mail at 1255 Imperial Ave. Suite 1000, San Diego CA 92101.
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13 de julio de 2023

Haga clic en el enlace para acceder a la reunion:

|_https://u302web.zoom. us/j/94562188418
—

Computadora: Haga clic en el enlace mas arriba. Recibira instrucciones para operar el ID de '; reunion
navegador de Zoom o la aplicacién de Zoom. Una vez que haya iniciado sesion en la reunién, en coom
tendra la opcién de participar usando el sistema de audio de su computadora o teléfono.

Funciones del Seminario En Linea:

P Use la herramienta de levantar la mano cada vez que desee hacer un comentario publico.

Levantar la mano

Los participantes pueden habilitar el subtitulado haciendo clic en el icono CC. También puede ver la

P | transcripcion completa y cambiar el tamario de letra haciendo clic en “configuraciéon de subtitulos”.
Estas herramientas no estan disponibles por teléfono.
% N Este simbolo indica que usted se encuentra en silencio, haga clic en este icono para quitar el
j_) silenciador de su micréfono.

Este simbolo indica que su micréfono se encuentra encendido. Haga clic en este simbolo para

L!J silenciar su micréfono.

La herramienta de chat deben usarla los panelistas y asistentes Unicamente para asuntos

N “pertinentes a la reunién”, ya que comentarios realizados a través de esta herramienta no se
g conservaran como parte del registro de la reunién. Consulte el Comentario publico verbal en vivo
para obtener instrucciones sobre como hacer un comentario publico.

Teléfono Inteligente o Tableta: Descargue Ia aplicacion de Obténaen
Zoom y participe en la reunién haciendo clic en el enlace o usando el ID ' App Store " Google Play

del seminario web (que se encuentra en el enlace).

Teléfono:

1. Si esta participando en la reunidon mediante audio de su teléfono y viendo la reunién en un dispositivo, marque el
ndmero indicado en la pestafa de llamada telefénica “unirse por audio” en la ventana emergente inicial e ingrese el
ID de la reunién (que se encuentra en el enlace).

2. Si esté participando solo por teléfono, marque: +1-669-900-9128 o +1-253-215-8782 e ingrese el ID de la
reunidn que se encuentra en el enlace, pulse #. Tendra acceso al audio de la reunién, pero NO podra ver las
presentaciones en PowerPoint.

Comentarios Publicos Verbales en Vivo: Use la herramienta “levantar la mano” cada vez que
desee hacer un comentario publico sobre alguno de los articulos. Levante la mano una vez que el articulo de la
agenda sobre el que desea comentar haya sido convocado. Los comentarios publicos en persona se escucharan
primero, se escuchara a los asistentes virtuales en el orden en el que levanten la mano. No se aceptaran solicitudes
para hablar después de que termine el periodo para hacer comentarios publicos, a menos de que el presidente
determine de otra forma a su discrecion. Comentarios publicos generales, Unicamente al inicio de la reunién de

la Junta de Directores, se limitaran a cinco personas que deseen hablar. Las personas adicionales que deseen
aportar comentarios publicos generales podran hacerlo al final de la reunion. Se otorga dos minutos de tiempo por
persona que desee hablar, a menos de que el presidente instruya de otra forma. (Consulte la pagina 2 para obtener
instrucciones sobre cdmo hacer un comentario publico.)


https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id546505307
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=us.zoom.videomeetings&pli=1
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Comentarios Publicos a Través de Comentarios Publicos Realizados

Zoom Unicamente por Teléfono
1. Haga clic en el enlace que se encuentra en la parte 1. Marque el +1-669-900-9128
superior de esta pagina de instrucciones 2. Ingrese el ID de la reunién en Zoom que se encuentra
2. Haga clic en el icono de levantar la mano en el en el enlace y pulse #
centro inferior de la plataforma 3. Marque *9 para levantar la mano por teléfono
3. El secretario anunciara su nombre cuando sea su 4. El secretario indicara los Ultimos 4 digitos de su nimero
turno de hablar de teléfono para anunciar que usted serd el siguiente
4. Desactive el silenciador para que pueda hablar en hablar

5. Marque *6 para desactivar el silenciador

Comentarios Publicos por Escrito (Antes de la Reunion): Los comentarios ptblicos por
escrito se registraran en el registro publico y se entregaran a los miembros de la Junta de MTS antes de la reunién.
Los comentarios deben enviarse por correo electrénico o postal al secretario de la Junta* antes de las 4:00 p.m. el
dia anterior a la reunion.

Servicios de Traduccion: Pueden solicitarse servicios de traduccion comunicandose con el
secretario de la Junta* por lo menos cuatro dias habiles antes de la reunion.

Participacién en Persona: Los comentarios publicos en persona se escucharan primero. Después
de los comentarios publicos en persona, se escuchara a los asistentes virtuales en el orden en el que levanten la
mano a través de la plataforma de Zoom. El tiempo para hablar se limitara a dos minutos por persona, a menos
de que el presidente especifique de otra forma. No se recibiran solicitudes para hablar después de que termine
el periodo para hacer comentarios publicos, a menos de que el presidente determine de otra forma a su
discrecion.

Instrucciones para brindar comentarios publicos en persona:
1. Llene la boleta para personas que desean hablar que se encuentran en la entrada de la Sala de la Junta.
2. Entregue la boleta para personas que desean hablar al personal de MTS que se encuentra sentado en la
entrada de la Sala de la Junta.
3. Cuando anuncien su nombre, por favor, acérquese al podio ubicado en el lado derecho
de la tarima para hacer sus comentarios publicos.

Los miembros del publico pueden hacer comentarios publicos generales al inicio de la agenda o comentarios
especificos que hagan referencia a los puntos de la agenda durante el periodo de comentarios publicos. Los
comentarios publicos generales Unicamente al inicio de la reunion de la Junta de Directores, se limitaran a cinco
personas que deseen hablar. Las personas adicionales que deseen aportar

comentarios publicos generales podran hacerlo al final de la reunién.

Dispositivos de Asistencia Auditiva (ALD, por sus siglas en inglés): Los ALD estan
disponibles con el secretario de la Junta® antes de la reunién y estos deberan ser devueltos al final de la reunién.

Facilidades Razonables: Segun lo requerido por la Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades
(ADA, por sus siglas en inglés), para presentar solicitudes de informacién de la agenda en un formato alternativo
o solicitar facilidades razonables para facilitar su participacion en la reunién, por favor, comuniquese con el
secretario de la Junta* por lo menos dos dias habiles antes de la reunion.

*Informacion de Contacto: cComuniquese con el secretario de la Junta por correo electrénico en
ClerkoftheBoard@sdmts.com, por teléfono al (619) 398-9681 o por correo postal en 1255 Imperial Ave. Suite
1000, San Diego CA 92101.
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Audit Oversight Committee

Agenda
July 13, 2023 at 9:00 a.m.

In-Person Participation: James R. Mills Building, 1255 Imperial Avenue, 10th Floor Board Room, San Diego CA 92101

Teleconference Participation: (669) 444-9171; Webinar ID: 945 6218 8418, https://us02web.zoom.us/j/94562188418

NO. ITEM SUBJECT AND DESCRIPTION ACTION
1. Roll Call
2, Public Comments
3. Approval of Minutes Approve
Action would approve the November 3, 2022 Audit Oversight Committee
Meeting minutes.
DISCUSSION ITEMS
4. Internal Audit Activity Update Report (Toufic Tabshouri) Informational
5. The Pun Group Engagement Letter for The Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Audit Informational
(Erin Dunn)
Action would review the audit engagement letter (Attachment A) and
communication with those charged with governance (Attachment B) from The
Pun Group.
6. Interim Audit (Erin Dunn with Ken Pun and Coley Delaney of The Pun Informational
Group)
Action would review a report on the interim audit work conducted by The Pun
Group.
OTHER ITEMS
7. Committee Member Communications and Other Business
8. Next Meeting Date: TBD
9. Adjournment

1255 Imperial Avenue, Suite 1000, San Diego, CA 92101-7490 » (619) 231-1466 ¢ sdmts.com

San Diego Metropolitan Transit System (MTS) is a California public agency comprised of San Diego Transit Corp., San Diego Trolley, Inc. and San Diego and Arizona
Eastern Railway Company (nonprofit public benefit corporations). MTS member agencies include the cities of Chula Vista, Coronado, EI Cajon, Imperial Beach,
La Mesa, Lemon Grove, National City, Poway, San Diego, Santee, and the County of San Diego. MTS is also the For-Hire Vehicle administrator for nine cities.

o

b 2 o


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/94562188418

DRAFT MINUTES
MEETING OF THE SAN DIEGO METROPOLITAN TRANSIT SYSTEM
AUDIT AND OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
November 3, 2022

[Clerk’s note: Except where noted, public, staff and board member comments are paraphrased. The
full comment can be heard by reviewing the recording at the MTS website.]

Roll Call

Vice Chair Sotelo Solis called the Audit Oversight Committee meeting to order at 9:12 a.m. A
roll call sheet listing Audit Oversight Committee member attendance is attached.

[Clerk’s Note] At this time, the Committee did not meet quorum, with only three members
present.

COMMITTEE DISCUSSION ITEMS

4.

Draft of Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 Annual Comprehensive Financial Report (ACFR) (Erin Dunn
with Ken Pun and Coley Delaney of The Pun Group)

Erin Dunn, MTS Controller, Ken Pun and Coley Delaney with The Pun Group, presented on FY
2022 ACFR. They outlined the following items: management and auditors’ responsibilities,
approach to the audit, overview of the financial statements, key pension and OPEB information
audit results.

Public Comments

Corinna Contreras — A representative of Climate Action Campaign made a verbal public
comment to the committee during the meeting. Contreras asked about available funding for
quick build projects to fund the Social Equity Listening Tour projects.

Committee Comment

Sharon Cooney, MTS Chief Executive Officer, replied that the budget item in the Executive
Committee agenda would better address the public speakers’ questions.

Board Member Elo-Rivera asked if the financial market volatility impacts the way audits are
conducted. Mr. Pun replied that volatility and market fluctuation does impact the reportable fair
market value; as seen by the pension plan that is being reported that will show the effects in the
next couple of years, due to delays in the evaluation. Audit wise, there is no change in terms of
the evaluation of the financial statement. The financial statement is a historical record based on
the year end of 2022. Board Member Elo-Rivera verified that his explanation addressed his
question and clarified that the agency is following sound accounting practices, based on this
report. Larry Marinesi, MTS Chief Financial Officer, added that in Spring, the agency will be
presenting the Actuarial Valuation which will provide an insight on the market volatility and the
San Diego Transit Pension Plan. In addition, similar discussions will be part of the Budget
Development Committee in terms of the funding status of the pension plan and long-term
impacts of the market volatility. Board Member Elo-Rivera acknowledged that MTS pensions are
impacted by the market. Due to high volatility, he wanted to ensure sound accounting practices
during volatility and fluctuations.

Action Taken

Informational item only. No action taken.


https://www.sdmts.com/about/meetings-and-agendas/executive-committee

Audit Oversight Committee — Minutes
November 3, 2022

Page 2 of 2

2. Approval of Minutes (TAKEN OUT OF ORDER)

Board Member Hall moved to approve the minutes of the July 14, 2022, MTS Audit Oversight
Committee meeting. Board Member Elo-Rivera seconded the motion, and the vote was 4 to 0
in favor with Chair Fletcher, Board Member Moreno and Board Member Salas absent.

3. Public Comments
There were no Public Comments.
OTHER ITEMS
5. Committee Member Communications and Other Business
There was no Committee Member Communications and Other Business discussion.
6. Next Meeting Date
The next Audit Oversight Committee meeting is to be determined.
7. Adjournment

Vice Chair Sotelo-Solis adjourned the meeting at 9:48 a.m.

Chairperson Clerk of the Board
San Diego Metropolitan Transit System San Diego Metropolitan Transit System

Attachment: Roll Call Sheet



SAN DIEGO METROPOLITAN TRANSIT SYSTEM
AUDIT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

ROLL CALL
MEETING OF (DATE): CALL TO ORDER (TIME):
November 3, 2022 9:12am
RECESS: RECONVENE:
CLOSED SESSION: RECONVENE:
PUBLIC HEARING: RECONVENE:
ORDINANCES ADOPTED: ADJOURN:
9:48am
REPRESENTING BOARD MEMBER Al PRESENT ABSENT
(Alternate) (TIME ARRIVED) | (TIME LEFT)
Count
on _y FLETCHER [ (vargas) [ ABSENT ABSENT
air
Vice Chair SOTELO- X (no alternate) [] 9:12am 9:48am
SOLIS
City of San Diego | ELO-RIVERA [X] (Mg”tgomery ] 9:12am 9:48am
teppe)
East County HALL X  (Frank) O 9:12am 9:48am
SANDAG
Transportation MORENO [0 (Aguirre) n ABSENT ABSENT
Committee
Chair Pro Tem SALAS [] (no alternate) n ABSENT ABSENT
South Bay SANDKE DX (Aguirre) [ 9:12am 9:48am

SIGNED BY THE CLERK OF THE BOARD: .
/S/ Dalia Gonzalez
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MEETING OF THE SAN DIEGO METROPOLITAN TRANSIT SYSTEM

AUDIT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE
July 13, 2023

SUBJECT:

Internal Audit Activity Update Report (Toufic Tabshouri)
INFORMATIONAL ONLY

Budget Impact

None
DISCUSSION:

MTS Internal Auditor will present a report on Internal Audit activities.

/S/ Sharon Cooney
Sharon Cooney
Chief Executive Officer

Key Staff Contact: Julia Tuer, 619.557.4515, Julia.Tuer@sdmts.com

1255 Imperial Avenue, Suite 1000, San Diego, CA 92101-7490 ¢ (619) 231-1466 ¢ sdmts.com

San Diego Metropolitan Transit System (MTS) is a California public agency comprised of San Diego Transit Corp., San Diego Trolley, Inc. and San Diego and Arizona
Eastern Railway Company (nonprofit public benefit corporations). MTS member agencies include the cities of Chula Vista, Coronado, EI Cajon, Imperial Beach,
La Mesa, Lemon Grove, National City, Poway, San Diego, Santee, and the County of San Diego. MTS is also the For-Hire Vehicle administrator for nine cities.
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Al No. 4, 711312023

Internal Audit Activity Update

July 13, 2023
Agenda Item 4
Toufic Tabshouri

-y 7 %
™



Agenda

1. Completed Calendar Year 2022 Audits
2. Calendar Year 2023 Audits
3. Fraud, Waste and Abuse Hotline

M
™



Calendar Year 2022
Audits

Completed
Completed
Board Policy Reviews (Updated Pending
Two Policies) Board
Approval
Completed
In Progress

A LS
7"\



Calendar Year 2023
Audit Plan

Hours

320

Systems

Information
160
320
TBD
1,440+
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Fraud, Waste and Abuse
Hotline

* No Reportable Complaints

« MTS Board Policy 56 — Fraud in the
Workplace

Provides authority and delineates roles and
responsibilities to the CEO, GG, and Internal Auditor

e MTS Fraud, Waste and Abuse Hotline
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Questions?
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MEETING OF THE SAN DIEGO METROPOLITAN TRANSIT SYSTEM

AUDIT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

July 13, 2023

SUBJECT:

The Pun Group Engagement Letter for The Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Audit (Erin Dunn)

RECOMMENDATION:

That the San Diego Metropolitan System (MTS) Audit Oversight Committee (AOC) review the
audit engagement letter (Attachment A) and communication with those charged with

governance (Attachment B) from The Pun Group.
Budget Impact
None.

DISCUSSION:

Auditing standards require the auditor to present a written engagement letter and obtain a
signature from an officer of the company. Attachment A is the engagement letter from The Pun
Group for the fiscal year 2023 audit, as well as their most recent peer review. Attachment B is
the letter from The Pun Group to those charged with governance. A representative from The

Pun Group will be available for questions.

/S/ Sharon Cooney
Sharon Cooney
Chief Executive Officer

Key Staff Contact: Julia Tuer, 619.557.4515, Julia.Tuer@sdmts.com

Attachments: A. Engagement Letter
B. Communication with Those Charged with Governance

1255 Imperial Avenue, Suite 1000, San Diego, CA 92101-7490 ¢ (619) 231-1466 ¢ sdmts.com

San Diego Metropolitan Transit System (MTS) is a California public agency comprised of San Diego Transit Corp., San Diego Trolley, Inc. and San Diego and Arizona
Eastern Railway Company (nonprofit public benefit corporations). MTS member agencies include the cities of Chula Vista, Coronado, EI Cajon, Imperial Beach,
La Mesa, Lemon Grove, National City, Poway, San Diego, Santee, and the County of San Diego. MTS is also the For-Hire Vehicle administrator for nine cities.
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Att.A, Al'5, 07/13/23

THE
P PUN GROUP

ACCOUNTANTS & ADVISORS

200 E. Sandpointe Avenue, Suite 600
April 1, 2023 Santa Ana, California92707

Board of Directors www.pungroup.cpa

San Diego Metropolitan Transit System
1255 Imperial Avenue, Suite 1000
San Diego, CA 92101

RE: Engagement of The Pun Group, LLP (the “Firm”) as MTS’s Independent Auditors

We are pleased to confirm our understanding of the services we are to provide to the San Diego Metropolitan Transit
System (“MTS”) for the year ending June 30, 2023. The Firm’s services are provided pursuant to MTS Contract No.
G1513.0-13 (“Contract™). Nothing in this engagement letter is intended to modify or amend the terms and conditions
set forth in the Contract. In the event a conflict arises between this letter and the Contract, the terms in the Contract

shall prevail.
Audit Scope and Objectives

We will audit the financial statements of the business-type activities and the aggregate remaining fund information,
including the disclosures, which collectively comprise the basic financial statements, of MTS as of and for the year
ended June 30, 2023.

Accounting standards generally accepted in the United States of America (“GAAP”) provide for certain required
supplementary information (“RSI”), such as management’s discussion and analysis (“MD&A”), to supplement MTS’s
basic financial statements. Such information, although not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the
Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing
the basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic, or historical context. As part of our engagement,
we will apply certain limited procedures to MTS’s RSI in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the
United States of America (“GAAS”). These limited procedures will consist of inquiries of management regarding the
methods of preparing the information and comparing the information for consistency with management’s responses to
our inquiries, the basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial
statements. We will not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited procedures
do not provide us with sufficient appropriate evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance. The following
RSI is required by GAAP and will be subjected to certain limited procedures, but will not be audited:

1) Management’s Discussion and Analysis
2) GASB Statement No. 68 Required Schedules:
a) Schedule of Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability
b) Schedule of Changes in Net Pension Liability and Related Ratios
¢) Schedule of Contributions - Pension
3) GASB Statement No. 75 Required Schedules:
a) Schedule of Changes in Total OPEB Liability and Related Ratios

We have also been engaged to report on supplementary information other than RSI that accompanies MTS’s financial
statements. We will subject the following supplementary information to the auditing procedures applied in our audit
of the financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing and reconciling such information
directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the financial statements or to the financial
statements themselves, and other additional procedures in accordance with GAAS, and we will provide an opinion on
it in relation to the financial statements as a whole in a report combined with our auditors’ report on the financial

statements.
000
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Att.A, Al'5, 07/13/23

San Diego Metropolitan Transit System
Engagement Letter

April 1, 2023

Page 2

1) Combining Financial Statements
2) Schedules of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes in Net Position — Budget and Actual
3) Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards

In connection with our audit of the basic financial statements, we will read the following other information and consider
whether a material inconsistency exists between the other information and the basic financial statements, or the other
information otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If, based on the work performed, we conclude that an
uncorrected material misstatement of the other information exists, we are required to describe it in our report.

1) Introductory Section
2) Statistical Section

The objectives of our audit are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and issue an auditors’ report that includes our opinions
about whether your financial statements are fairly presented, in all material respects, in conformity with GAAP, and
report on the fairness of the supplementary information referred to in the second paragraph when considered in relation
to the financial statements as a whole. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not absolute assurance
and therefore is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards
will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements, including omissions, can arise from fraud or
error and are considered material if there is a substantial likelihood that, individually or in the aggregate, they would
influence the judgment of a reasonable user made based on the financial statements. The objectives also include
reporting on:

o Internal control over financial reporting and compliance with provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and
award agreements, noncompliance with which could have a material effect on the financial statements in
accordance with Government Auditing Standards.

o Internal control over compliance related to major programs and an opinion (or disclaimer of opinion) on
compliance with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of federal awards that could have a
direct and material effect on each major program in accordance with the Single Audit Act Amendments of
1996 and Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements,
Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance).

Auditors’ Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements and Single Audit

We will conduct our audit in accordance with GAAS; the standards for financial audits contained in Government
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States; the Single Audit Act Amendments of
1996; and the provisions of the Uniform Guidance, and will include tests of accounting records, a determination of
major program(s) in accordance with Uniform Guidance, and other procedures we consider necessary to enable us to
express such opinions. As part of an audit in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards, we exercise
professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

We will evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting
estimates made by management. We will also evaluate the overall presentation of the financial statements, including
the disclosures, and determine whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a
manner that achieves fair presentation. We will plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether
the financial statements are free of material misstatement, whether from (1) errors, (2) fraudulent financial reporting,
(3) misappropriation of assets, or (4) violations of laws or governmental regulations that are attributable to the
government or to acts by management or employees acting on behalf of the government. Because the determination of
waste and abuse is subjective, Government Auditing Standards do not expect auditors to perform specific procedures
to detect waste or abuse in financial audits nor do they expect auditors to provide reasonable assurance of detecting
waste or abuse.
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Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, combined with the inherent limitations of internal control, and because
we will not perform a detailed examination of all transactions, there is an unavoidable risk that some material
misstatements or noncompliance may not be detected by us, even though the audit is properly planned and performed
in accordance with GAAS and Government Auditing Standards. In addition, an audit is not designed to detect
immaterial misstatements or violations of laws or governmental regulations that do not have a direct and material effect
on the financial statements or on major programs. However, we will inform the appropriate level of management of
any material errors, any fraudulent financial reporting, or misappropriation of assets that come to our attention. We
will also inform the appropriate level of management of any violations of laws or governmental regulations that come
to our attention, unless clearly inconsequential. We will include such matters in the reports required for a Single Audit.
Our responsibility as auditors is limited to the period covered by our audit and does not extend to any later periods for
which we are not engaged as auditors.

We will also conclude, based on the audit evidence obtained, whether there are conditions or events, considered in the
aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about the government’s ability to continue as a going concern for a reasonable
period of time.

Our procedures will include tests of documentary evidence supporting the transactions recorded in the accounts, tests
of the physical existence of inventories, and direct confirmation of receivables and certain assets and liabilities by
correspondence with selected individuals, funding sources, creditors, and financial institutions. We will also request
written representations from your attorneys as part of the engagement.

We have identified management override of controls as a significant risk of material misstatement in the prior-period
audit and believe it to still be relevant. As planning for the current period audit has not concluded, modifications may
be made. If new significant risks are identified after the date of this letter, we will communicate them in writing to
those charged with governance in a timely manner.

We may, from time to time and depending on the circumstances, use third-party service providers in serving your
account. We may share confidential information about you with these service providers but remain committed to
maintaining the confidentiality and security of your information. Accordingly, we maintain internal policies,
procedures, and safeguards to protect the confidentiality of your personal information. In addition, we will secure
confidentiality agreements with all service providers to maintain the confidentiality of your information and we will
take reasonable precautions to determine that they have appropriate procedures in place to prevent the unauthorized
release of your confidential information to others. In the event that we are unable to secure an appropriate
confidentiality agreement, you will be asked to provide your consent prior to the sharing of your confidential
information with the third-party service provider. Furthermore, we will remain responsible for the work provided by
any such third-party service providers.

Our audit of financial statements does not relieve you of your responsibilities.
Audit Procedures—Internal Control

We will obtain an understanding of the government and its environment, including internal control relevant to the audit,
sufficient to identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to error or
fraud, and to design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks and obtain evidence that is sufficient and
appropriate to provide a basis for our opinions. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud
is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery, intentional omissions,
misrepresentation, or the override of internal control. Tests of controls may be performed to test the effectiveness of
certain controls that we consider relevant to preventing and detecting errors and fraud that are material to the financial
statements and to preventing and detecting misstatements resulting from illegal acts and other noncompliance matters
that have a direct and material effect on the financial statements. Our tests, if performed, will be less in scope than
would be necessary to render an opinion on internal control and, accordingly, no opinion will be expressed in our report
on internal control issued pursuant to Government Auditing Standards.
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As required by the Uniform Guidance, we will perform tests of controls over compliance to evaluate the effectiveness
of the design and operation of controls that we consider relevant to preventing or detecting material noncompliance
with compliance requirements applicable to each major federal award program. However, our tests will be less in scope
than would be necessary to render an opinion on those controls and, accordingly, no opinion will be expressed in our
report on internal control issued pursuant to the Uniform Guidance.

An audit is not designed to provide assurance on internal control or to identify significant deficiencies or material
weaknesses. Accordingly, we will express no such opinion. However, during the audit, we will communicate to
management and those charged with governance internal control related matters that are required to be communicated
under AICPA professional standards, Government Auditing Standards, and the Uniform Guidance.

Audit Procedures—Compliance

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement, we
will perform tests of MTS’s compliance with provisions of applicable laws, regulations, contracts, and agreements,
including grant agreements. However, the objective of those procedures will not be to provide an opinion on overall
compliance, and we will not express such an opinion in our report on compliance issued pursuant to Government
Auditing Standards.

The Uniform Guidance requires that we also plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether
the auditee has complied with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of federal awards applicable
to major programs. Our procedures will consist of tests of transactions and other applicable procedures described in
the OMB Compliance Supplement for the types of compliance requirements that could have a direct and material effect
on each of MTS’s major programs. For federal programs that are included in the Compliance Supplement, our
compliance and internal control procedures will relate to the compliance requirements that the Compliance Supplement
identifies as being subject to audit. The purpose of these procedures will be to express an opinion on MTS’s compliance
with requirements applicable to each of its major programs in our report on compliance issued pursuant to the Uniform
Guidance.

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements and Single Audit

Our audit will be conducted on the basis that you acknowledge and understand your responsibility for (1) designing,
implementing, establishing, and maintaining effective internal controls relevant to the preparation and fair presentation
of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, including internal
controls over federal awards, and for evaluating and monitoring ongoing activities to help ensure that appropriate goals
and objectives are met; (2) following laws and regulations; (3) ensuring that there is reasonable assurance that
government programs are administered in compliance with compliance requirements; and (4) ensuring that
management and financial information is reliable and properly reported. Management is also responsible for
implementing systems designed to achieve compliance with applicable laws, regulations, contracts, and grant
agreements. You are also responsible for the selection and application of accounting principles; for the preparation and
fair presentation of the financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal awards, and all accompanying
information in conformity with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; and for
compliance with applicable laws and regulations (including federal statutes), rules, and the provisions of contracts and
grant agreements (including award agreements). Your responsibilities also include identifying significant contractor
relationships in which the contractor has responsibility for program compliance and for the accuracy and completeness
of that information.

You are also responsible for making drafts of financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal awards, all

financial records, and related information available to us and for the accuracy and completeness of that information

(including information from outside of the general and subsidiary ledgers). You are also responsible for providing us

with (1) access to all information of which you are aware that is relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of the

financial statements, such as records, documentation, identification of all related parties and all related-party

relationships and transactions, and other matters; (2) access to personnel, accounts, books, records, supporting
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documentation, and other information as needed to perform an audit under the Uniform Guidance; (3) additional
information that we may request for the purpose of the audit; and (4) unrestricted access to persons within the
government from whom we determine it necessary to obtain audit evidence. At the conclusion of our audit, we will
require certain written representations from you about the financial statements; schedule of expenditures of federal
awards; federal award programs; compliance with laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements; and related
matters.

Your responsibilities include adjusting the financial statements to correct material misstatements and confirming to us
in the management representation letter that the effects of any uncorrected misstatements aggregated by us during the
current engagement and pertaining to the latest period presented are immaterial, both individually and in the aggregate,
to the financial statements of each opinion unit taken as a whole.

You are responsible for the design and implementation of programs and controls to prevent and detect fraud, and for
informing us about all known or suspected fraud affecting the government involving (1) management, (2) employees
who have significant roles in internal control, and (3) others where the fraud could have a material effect on the financial
statements. Your responsibilities include informing us of your knowledge of any allegations of fraud or suspected fraud
affecting the government received in communications from employees, former employees, grantors, regulators, or
others. In addition, you are responsible for identifying and ensuring that the government complies with applicable laws,
regulations, contracts, agreements, and grants. You are also responsible for taking timely and appropriate steps to
remedy fraud and noncompliance with provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements that we report.
Additionally, as required by the Uniform Guidance, it is management’s responsibility to evaluate and monitor
noncompliance with federal statutes, regulations, and the terms and conditions of federal awards; take prompt action
when instances of noncompliance are identified including noncompliance identified in audit findings; promptly follow
up and take corrective action on reported audit findings; and prepare a summary schedule of prior audit findings and a
separate corrective action plan.

You are responsible for identifying all federal awards received and understanding and complying with the compliance
requirements and for the preparation of the schedule of expenditures of federal awards (including notes and noncash
assistance received, and COVID-19-related concepts, such as lost revenues, if applicable) in conformity with the
Uniform Guidance. You agree to include our report on the schedule of expenditures of federal awards in any document
that contains, and indicates that we have reported on, the schedule of expenditures of federal awards. You also agree
to make the audited financial statements readily available to intended users of the schedule of expenditures of federal
awards no later than the date of the schedule of expenditures of federal awards is issued with our report thereon. Your
responsibilities include acknowledging to us in the written representation letter that (1) you are responsible for
presentation of the schedule of expenditures of federal awards in accordance with the Uniform Guidance; (2) you
believe the schedule of expenditures of federal awards, including its form and content, is stated fairly in accordance
with the Uniform Guidance; (3) the methods of measurement or presentation have not changed from those used in the
prior period (or, if they have changed, the reasons for such changes); and (4) you have disclosed to us any significant
assumptions or interpretations underlying the measurement or presentation of the schedule of expenditures of federal
awards.

You are also responsible for the preparation of the other Supplementary Information, which we have been engaged to
report on, in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles. You agree to include our report on the
supplementary information in any document that contains and indicates that we have reported on the Supplementary
Information. You also agree to include the audited financial statements with any presentation of the supplementary
information that includes our report thereon. Your responsibilities include acknowledging to us in the written
representation letter that (1) you are responsible for presentation of the Supplementary Information in accordance with
GAAP; (2) you believe the Supplementary Information, including its form and content, is fairly presented in accordance
with GAAP; (3) that the methods of measurement or presentation have not changed from those used in the prior period
(or, if they have changed, the reasons for such changes); and (4) you have disclosed to us any significant assumptions
or interpretations underlying the measurement or presentation of the Supplementary Information.
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Management is responsible for establishing and maintaining a process for tracking the status of audit findings and
recommendations. Management is also responsible for identifying and providing report copies of previous financial
audits, attestation engagements, performance audits, or other studies related to the objectives discussed in the Audit
Scope and Objectives section of this letter. This responsibility includes relaying to us corrective actions taken to address
significant findings and recommendations resulting from those audits, attestation engagements, performance audits, or
studies. You are also responsible for providing management’s views on our current findings, conclusions, and
recommendations, as well as your planned corrective actions for the report, and for the timing and format for providing
that information.

Assistance by Your Personnel

We will ask that your personnel, to the extent possible, prepare required schedules and analyses, and make selected
invoices and other required documents available to our staff. This assistance by your personnel will serve to facilitate
the progress of our work and minimize our time requirements.

Data Collection Form

At the conclusion of the engagement, we will complete the appropriate sections of the Data Collection Form that
summarizes our audit findings. It is management’s responsibility to electronically submit the reporting package
(including financial statements, schedule of expenditures of federal awards, summary schedule of prior audit findings,
auditors’ reports, and corrective action plan) along with the Data Collection Form to the federal audit clearinghouse.
We will coordinate with you the electronic submission and certification. The Data Collection Form and the reporting
package must be submitted within the earlier of 30 calendar days after receipt of the auditors® reports or nine months
after the end of the audit period.

Independence

Professional standards require that a firm and its members maintain independence throughout the duration of the
professional relationship with a client. In order to preserve the integrity of our relationship, no offer of employment
shall be discussed with any of Firm’s professionals assigned to the audit, during the one-year period prior to the
commencement of the year end audit. Should such an offer of employment be made, or employment commences
during the indicated time period, we will consider this an indication that our independence has been compromised. As
such, we may be required to recall our auditors’ report due to our lack of independence. In the event additional work
is required to satisfy independence requirements, such work will be billed at our standard hourly rates.

Report Distribution and Other

We will provide copies of our reports to MTS; however, management is responsible for distribution of the reports and
the financial statements. Unless restricted by law or regulation, or containing privileged and confidential information,
copies of our reports are to be made available for public inspection.

Access to Working Papers

The audit documentation for this engagement is the property of The Pun Group, LLP, and constitutes confidential
information. However, subject to applicable laws and regulations, audit documentation and appropriate individuals
will be made available upon request and in a timely manner to the Oversight Agency for Audit or its designee, a federal
agency providing direct or indirect funding, or the U.S. Government Accountability Office for purposes of a quality
review of the audit, to resolve audit findings, or to carry out oversight responsibilities. We will notify you of any such
request. If requested, access to such audit documentation will be provided under the supervision of The
Pun Group, LLP personnel. Furthermore, upon request, we may provide copies of selected audit documentation to the
aforementioned parties. These parties may intend, or decide, to distribute the copies or information contained therein

to others, including other governmental agencies.
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The audit documentation for this engagement will be retained for a minimum of seven (7) years after the report release
date or for any additional period requested by the Oversight Agency for Audit . If we are aware that a federal awarding
agency, pass-through entity, or auditee is contesting an audit finding, we will contact the party(ies) contesting the audit
finding for guidance prior to destroying the audit documentation.

The Firm is required to undergo a “peer review” every three years. During the course of a Peer Review engagement,
selected working papers and financial reports, on a sample basis, will be inspected by an outside party on a confidential
basis. Consequently, the accounting and/or auditing work we performed for you may be selected. Signing this letter
represents your acknowledgement and permission to allow such access should your engagement be selected for review.

Timing

Coley Delaney, CPA is the engagement partner and is responsible for supervising the engagement and signing the
reports or authorizing another individual to sign them. We expect to begin our audit on approximately April 17, 2023
and to issue our reports no later than November 15, 2023.

Fees

Our fees for these services are subject to the terms of MTS Contract No. G1513.0-13 for the year ending June 30, 2023.
Our fees are based on certain assumptions, including the required assistance described above. To the extent that certain
circumstances included but not limited to those listed in Appendix A, arise during the engagement, our fee estimate
may be significantly affected and additional fees may be necessary. Additional services provided beyond the described
scope of services will be billed separately.

Our invoices for these fees will be rendered as work progresses and are payable on presentation. In accordance with
our firm policies, work may be suspended if your account becomes 60 days or more overdue and may not be resumed
until your account is paid in full. If we elect to terminate our services for nonpayment, our engagement will be deemed
to have been completed upon written notification of termination, even if we have not completed our report(s). You will
be obligated to compensate us for all time expended and to reimburse us for all out-of-pocket costs through the date of
termination.

If MTS is required to undergo a Single Audit in accordance with the Federal Single Audit Act and the Uniform
Guidance, Audits of States, Local Governments, and Not-for-Profit Organizations, there will be an additional fee of
$5,000 for each major program in excess of one (1). The number of programs determined to be a major program will
be based on the determination required by the Uniform Guidance and will be discussed with you prior to
commencement of any audit work.

The above fee is based on anticipated cooperation from your personnel and the assumption that unexpected
circumstances will not be encountered during the audit. If significant additional time is necessary, we will discuss it
with you and arrive at a new fee estimate before we incur the additional costs.

Reporting

We will issue written reports upon completion of our Single Audit. Our reports will be addressed to the MTS Board of
Directors. Circumstances may arise in which our report may differ from its expected form and content based on the
results of our audit. Depending on the nature of these circumstances, it may be necessary for us to modify our opinions,
add a separate section, or add an emphasis-of-matter or other-matter paragraph to our auditors’ report, or if necessary,
withdraw from this engagement. If our opinions are other than unmodified, we will discuss the reasons with you in
advance. If, for any reason, we are unable to complete the audit or are unable to form or have not formed opinions, we
may decline to express opinions or issue reports, or we may withdraw from this engagement.
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The Government Auditing Standards report on internal control over financial reporting and on compliance and other
matters will state that (1) the purpose of the report is solely to describe the scope of testing of internal control and
compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal
control or on compliance, and (2) the report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government
Auditing Standards in considering the entity’s internal control and compliance. The Uniform Guidance report on
internal control over compliance will state that the purpose of the report on internal control over compliance is solely
to describe the scope of testing of internal control over compliance and the results of that testing based on the
requirements of the Uniform Guidance. Both reports will state that the report is not suitable for any other purpose.

Termination

We acknowledge MTS’s right to terminate our services at any time, and MTS acknowledges our right to resign at any
time (including instances where in our judgment, our independence has been impaired or we can no longer rely on the
integrity of management), subject in either case to our right to payment for all direct and indirect charges incurred
through the date of termination or resignation or thereafter as circumstances and this agreement may require, plus
applicable interest, costs, fees and attorneys’ fees.

Independence

Professional standards require that a firm and its members maintain independence throughout the duration of the
professional relationship with a client. In order to preserve the integrity of our relationship, no offer of employment
shall be discussed with any The Pun Group, LLP professionals assigned to the audit, during the one-year period prior
to the commencement of the year end audit. Should such an offer of employment be made, or employment commences
during the indicated time period, we will consider this an indication that our independence has been compromised. As
such, we may be required to recall our auditors’ report due to our lack of independence. In the event additional work
is required to satisfy independence requirements, such work will be billed at our standard hourly rates. Furthermore,
we strive to staff your engagement with quality, superbly trained professionals. In recognition of the extensive
investment we have made to recruit and develop our personnel, we ask that you agree to the following. In the event
that any of our employees accepts a position of employment with MTS, or any of its related parties at any time while
we are performing services for you or within one year thereafter, you agree to pay us a placement fee equal to the
employee’s annual compensation in effect on the date such employment was contracted. Such fee is payable when the
employee accepts such a position.

Most Recent External Quality Control Review

Government Auditing Standards require that we provide you with a copy of our most recent external peer review report
and any letter of comment, and any subsequent peer review reports and letters of comment received during the period
of the contract. A copy of our most recent external peer review report (2021) received by The Pun Group, LLP is
included with this Engagement Letter.

*kkk
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Agreement

It is hereby understood and agreed that this engagement is being undertaken solely for the benefit of MTS and that no
other person or entity shall be authorized to enforce the terms of this engagement.

If you agree with the terms of our engagement, as described in this letter, please sign below, and return it to us.

We appreciate the opportunity to be of service to MTS and believe this letter accurately summarizes the significant
terms of our engagement. If you have any questions, please let us know. If you agree with the terms of our engagement
as described in this letter, please sign the enclosed copy, and return it to us.

Very truly yours,
The Pun Group, LLP

%@’?SGQVCB’

Coley Delaney, CPA
Engagement Partner

RESPONSE:
This letter correctly sets forth the understanding of the San Diego Metropolitan Transit System.

e

Title: CFO
Date: ‘7(/ 2 0/ 95
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APPENDIX A

San Diego Metropolitan Transit System
Circumstances Affecting Timing and Fee Estimate

Circumstances may arise during the engagement that may significantly affect the targeted completion dates and our
fee estimate. As a result, additional fees may be necessary. Such circumstances include but are not limited to the

following:

1. Changes to the timing of the engagement at your request. Changes to the timing of the engagement usually
require reassignment of personnel used by The Pun Group, LLP (the “Firm”) in the performance of services
hereunder. However, because it is often difficult to reassign individuals to other engagements, the Firm may
incur significant unanticipated costs.

2. All requested schedules are not (a) provided by the accounting personnel on the date requested, (b) completed in
a format acceptable to the Firm (c) mathematically correct, or (d) in agreement with the appropriate underlying
records (e.g., general ledger accounts). The Firm will provide the accounting personnel with a separate listing of
required schedules and deadlines.

3. Weaknesses in the internal control structure.

4, Significant new issues or unforeseen circumstances as follows:

a. New accounting issues that require an unusual amount of time to resolve.
b. Changes or transactions that occur prior to the issuance of our report.
c. Changes in the entity’s accounting personnel, their responsibilities, or their availability.
d. Changes in auditing requirements set by regulators.
5. Significant delays in the accounting personnel’s assistance in the engagement or delays by them in reconciling

variances as requested by the Firm. All invoices, contracts and other documents which we will identify for the
entity, are not located by the accounting personnel or made ready for our easy access.

6. A significant level of proposed audit adjustments is identified during our audit.
7. Changes in audit scope caused by events that are beyond our control.
8. Untimely payment of our invoices as they are rendered.
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Report on the Firm's System of Quality Control w

February 14, 2022

To the Owners of
The Pun Group, LLP
And the National Peer Review Committee

We have reviewed the system of quality control for the accounting and auditing practice of The Pun Group,
LLP (the firm) in effect for the year ended December 31, 2020. Our peer review was conducted in accordance
with the Standards for Performing and Reporting on Peer Reviews established by the Peer Review Board of the
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (Standards).

A summary of the nature, objectives, scope, limitations of, and the procedures performed in a System Review as
described in the Standards may be found at www.aicpa.org/prsummary. The summary also includes an
explanation of how engagements identified as not performed or reported in conformity with applicable professional
standards, if any, are evaluated by a peer reviewer to determine a peer review rating.

Firm’'s Responsibility

The firm is responsible for designing a system of quality control and complying with it to provide the firm with
reasonable assurance of performing and reporting in conformity with applicable professional standards in all
material respects. The firm is also responsible for evaluating actions to promptly remediate engagements deemed
as not performed or reported in conformity with professional standards, when appropriate, and for remediating

weaknesses in it system of quality control, if any.

Peer Reviewer's Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the design of the system of quality control and the firm's compliance
therewith based on our review.

Required Selections and Considerations

Engagements selected for review included engagements performed under Government Auditing Standards,
compliance audits under the Single Audit Act and an audit of an employee benefit plan.

As a part of our peer review, we considered reviews by regulatory entities as communicated by the firm, if
applicable, in determining the nature and extent of our procedures.

Opinion

In our opinion, the system of quality control for the accounting and auditing practice of The Pun Group, LLP in effect
for the year ended December 31, 2020, has been suitably designed and complied with to provide the firm with
reasonable assurance of performing and reporting in conformity with applicable professional standards in all
material respects. Firms can receive a rating of pass, pass with deficiency(ies) or fail. The Pun Group, LLP has

received a peer review rating of pass.

EFPQ Ghﬁup) CpAS‘ pLLC’

EFPR Group, CPAs, PLLC

Corning, NY
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THE
P PUN GROUP

ACCOUNTANTS & ADVISORS

4660 La Jolla Village Drive, Suite 100
San Diego, California 92122
April 1, 2023
WWwWw.pungroup.cpa
To the Board of Directors

of the San Diego Metropolitan Transit System
San Diego, California

We are engaged to audit the financial statements of the San Diego Metropolitan Transit System (“MTS”) for the year
ended June 30, 2023. Professional standards require that we provide you with the following information related to
our audit. We would also appreciate the opportunity to meet with you to discuss this information further since a two-
way dialogue can provide valuable information for the audit process.

Our Responsibility under U.S. Generally Accepted Auditing Standards, Government Auditing Standards, and
Title 2 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations Part 200, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and
Audit Requirements for Federal Awards (the “Uniform Guidance”)

As stated in our engagement letter dated April 1, 2023, our responsibility, as described by professional standards, is
to express opinions about whether the financial statements prepared by management with your oversight are fairly
presented, in all material respects, in conformity with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles. Our audit of the
financial statements does not relieve you or management of your responsibilities.

In planning and performing our audit, we will consider MTS’s internal control over financial reporting in order to
determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements and not to
provide assurance on the internal control over financial reporting. We will also consider internal control over
compliance with requirements that could have a direct and material effect on a major federal program in order to
determine our auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing our opinion on compliance and to test and report on
internal control over compliance in accordance with the Uniform Guidance.

As part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether MTS’s financial statements are free of material
misstatements, we will perform tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and
grants. However, providing an opinion on compliance with those provisions is not an objective of our audit. Also, in
accordance with the Uniform Guidance, we will examine, on a test basis, evidence about MTS’s compliance with the
types of compliance requirements described in the U.S. Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Compliance
Supplement applicable to each of its major federal programs for the purpose of expressing an opinion on MTS’s
compliance with those requirements. While our audit will provide a reasonable basis for our opinion, it will not
provide a legal determination on MTS’s compliance with those requirements.

Generally accepted accounting principles provide for certain required supplementary information (RSI) to
supplement the basic financial statements. Our responsibility with respect to the Management’s Discussion and
Analysis, the Schedule of Proportionate Share of the Net Pension Liability, Schedule of the Changes in Net Pension
Liability and Related Ratios, the Schedule of Contributions - Pensions, and the Schedule of the Changes in Net
OPEB Liability and Related Ratios which supplements the basic financial statements, is to apply certain limited
procedures in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. However, the RSI will not be audited and,
because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any
assurance, we will not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the RSI.
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We have been engaged to report on the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards, Combining Schedule of Net
Position, Combining Schedule of Revenues, Expenses, and Changes in Net Position, Combining Schedule of Cash
Flows, and the Schedules of Revenues, Expenses and Changes in Net Position — Budget and Actual, which
accompany the financial statements but are not RSI. Our responsibility for this supplementary information, as
described by professional standards, is to evaluate the presentation of the supplementary information in relation to the
financial statements as a whole and to report on whether the supplementary information is fairly stated, in all material
respects, in relation to the financial statements as a whole.

We have not been engaged to report on the introductory section and the statistical section, which accompany the
financial statements but are not RSI. Our responsibility with respect to this other information in documents
containing the audited financial statements and auditors report does not extend beyond the financial information
identified in the report. We have no responsibility for determining whether this other information is properly stated.
This other information will not be audited and we will not express an opinion or provide any assurance on it.

Planned Scope, Timing of the Audit, and Other

An audit includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial
statements; therefore, our audit will involve judgment about the number of transactions to be examined and the areas
to be tested.

Our audit will include obtaining an understanding of the entity and its environment, including internal control,
sufficient to assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements and to design the nature, timing, and
extent of further audit procedures. Material misstatements may result from (1) errors, (2) fraudulent financial
reporting, (3) misappropriation of assets, or (4) violations of laws or governmental regulations that are attributable to
the entity or to acts by management or employees acting on behalf of the entity. Because the determination of waste
and abuse is subjective, Government Auditing Standards do not expect auditors to perform specific procedures to
detect waste or abuse in financial audits nor do they expect auditors to provide reasonable assurance of detecting
waste or abuse. We will generally communicate our significant findings at the conclusion of the audit. However,
some matters could be communicated sooner, particularly if significant difficulties are encountered during the audit
where assistance is needed to overcome the difficulties or if the difficulties may lead to a modified opinion. We will
also communicate any internal control related matters that are required to be communicated under professional
standards.

We have identified management override of controls as a significant risk of material misstatement.

We expect to begin our audit on approximately April 17, 2023 and issue our report by November 15, 2023. Coley
Delaney is the engagement partner and is responsible for supervising the engagement and signing the report or
authorizing another individual to sign it.

This information is intended solely for the use of the Board of Directors and management of MTS and is not intended

to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these specified parties.

Very truly yours,

W@M P

San Diego, California
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Scope of Work

Financial : : Agreed-Upon

e MTS (ACFR), e Single Audit — e |ndirect Cost e Management

e San Diego MTS — Federal Rate Letters;
Transit Transit Cluster e National Transit e Assistance with
Corporation Database GASB 96
Employee e Transportation Implementation
Retirement Plan Development
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SAN DIEGO METROPOLITAN TRANSIT SYSTEM
AUDIT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE PRESENTATION

Management’s Responsibilities

» Preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in accordance with accounting
principles generally accepted in the United States of America;

» Design, implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and
fair presentation of financial statements that are free from material misstatement, whether
due to fraud or error;

» In preparing the financial statements, management is required to evaluate whether there are
conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise substantial doubt about MTS’s
ability to continue as a going concern for twelve months beyond the financial statement
date, including any currently known information that may raise substantial doubt shortly
thereafter.

THE
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Auditors’ Responsibilities

» Form and express an opinion about whether the financial statements that have been
prepared by management with Board oversight are presented fairly, in all material respects,
in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America;

» Plan and perform the audit to obtain “reasonable” assurance (not “absolute” assurance)
about whether the financial statements are free of material misstatements;

» Consider internal control over financial reporting. Such considerations are solely for the

purpose of determining our audit procedures and not to provide any assurance concerning
such internal control.

THE
E R GROLIL
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Auditors’ Responsibilities (Continued)

e Exercise professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit.

e |dentify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error, and design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks. Such procedures include examining,
on a test basis, evidence regarding the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements.

e Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of/the
MTS’s internal control. Accordingly, no such opinion is expressed.

e Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting
estimates made by management, as well as evaluate the overall presentation of the financial statements.

e Conclude whether, in our judgment, there are conditions or events, considered in the aggregate, that raise
substantial doubt about the MTS’s ability to continue as a going concern for a reasonable period of time.

II@ stvcrour @




Our audit approach.

Planning

(April)

Audit team meet with
Management team

Develop initial assessment of
financial systems, policies,
procedures

Address impacts of new audit
standards and accounting
pronouncements

WWW.pungroup.com

/B THE
PHRLGROUL

Interim
(April/May)

Confirm our understanding of
the operating environment,
review internal controls,
perform walkthroughs of
transactions to determine if
controls were properly
designed and implemented

Implement audit plan based
on business and
transactional risk

Perform preliminary
analytical procedures

Establish expectations and
assignments for year-end
testing

Hold progress meeting,
communicate any findings
identified

Year-End
(Aug/Sept)

Conduct substantive audit
procedures on significant
account
balances/transactions

Conduct specific procedures
to address fraud risks

Perform substantive
analytical procedures

Perform confirmation of
account balances and with
the client’s Attorneys and
legal counsel, banks, and
others

Complete work on
compliance with Federal
Assistance programs under
the Uniform Guidance (if
applicable)

Hold an exit conference

Reporting
(Oct/Nov)

Prepare draft copies of the
Financial Statements, Agreed
Upon Procedures Reports
and Other Reports for
management’s review

Perform Quality Control
procedures over our work
and reports in accordance
with AICPA

Review Financial Statements
for compliance

Prepare Required
Communications to those
Charged with Governance

Prepare and issue separate
‘management letter’

Present final reports

Results

v'Comprehensive
Evaluation of
Systems and
Controls

v Efficient Validation
Process

v Effective
Compliance
REVIEW

v Timely
Performance

v"Minimal Disruption
to the MTS’s
Operations
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Agenda Item No. 6
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MEETING OF THE SAN DIEGO METROPOLITAN TRANSIT SYSTEM

AUDIT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

July 13, 2023

SUBJECT:

Interim Audit (Erin Dunn with Ken Pun and Coley Delaney of The Pun Group)

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Audit Oversight Committee review a report on the interim audit work conducted by The

Pun Group.
Budget Impact
None.

DISCUSSION:

The Pun Group conducted an interim audit from April 17, 2023 through May 26, 2023, and
tested MTS’s internal controls. They also conducted a physical count of San Diego Trolley, Inc.

(SDTI) inventory on June 30, 2023.

The Pun Group will discuss the audit procedures performed during the interim audit and the
results. They will also discuss the upcoming Governmental Accounting Standards Board

(GASB) pronouncements that impact MTS.

/S/ Sharon Cooney
Sharon Cooney
Chief Executive Officer

Key Staff Contact: Julia Tuer, 619.557.4515, Julia.Tuer@sdmts.com

Attachment: A. MTS Interim Exit Memo - 2023

1255 Imperial Avenue, Suite 1000, San Diego, CA 92101-7490 ¢ (619) 231-1466 ¢ sdmts.com

San Diego Metropolitan Transit System (MTS) is a California public agency comprised of San Diego Transit Corp., San Diego Trolley, Inc. and San Diego and Arizona
Eastern Railway Company (nonprofit public benefit corporations). MTS member agencies include the cities of Chula Vista, Coronado, EI Cajon, Imperial Beach,
La Mesa, Lemon Grove, National City, Poway, San Diego, Santee, and the County of San Diego. MTS is also the For-Hire Vehicle administrator for nine cities.
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San Diego Metropolitan Transit System
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2023
Interim Exit Memo

INTERIM AUDIT PROCEDURES:

The purpose of our interim audit was to update our understanding of how MTS’s internal control
systems are designed and implemented in order to prevent and detect material misstatements,
and to determine if opportunities for strengthening internal controls existed. To accomplish these
objectives, we interviewed management and staff regarding policies and procedures, obtained
supporting documentation, performed walkthroughs of significant transaction cycles, identified
key controls, and, in certain instances, designed tests to evaluate the operating effectiveness of
key internal controls over the following significant transaction cycles:

= Financial Reporting
» Reporting to the board — update, walkthrough, and test of controls
= Journal entry process — update, walkthrough, and test of controls
» Bank reconciliation — update, walkthrough, and test of controls

= Revenues and Receipts

Farebox — update and walkthrough

Ticket Vending Machines — update and walkthrough
Transit Store — update and walkthrough

Invoicing — update and walkthrough

Bank deposits — update and walkthrough

PRONTO - update and walkthrough
Grant/Intergovernmental - update and walkthrough

» Purchasing, Expenses, and Cash Disbursements
= Purchasing — update and walkthrough
= Accounts payable and cash disbursements — update and walkthrough

= Payroll and Related Liabilities
= Payroll process — update, walkthrough, and test of controls
= Rate/status change — update, walkthrough, and test of controls

* |nventory
= Daily cycle count — update and walkthrough
» Ordering — update and walkthrough
» Receiving — update and walkthrough
» Dispensing — update and walkthrough

SDTI inventory count scheduled for 6/30/2023

» Capital Assets
» Additions/deletions — update and walkthrough

= CIP — update and walkthrough

A-1
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In addition to updating our understanding of MTS’s design and implementation of internal control
systems, we also performed the following activities:

Perform fraud risk inquiries — Bush, Elo-Rivera, Moreno responses pending

Update understanding of general IT controls and IT environment

Reviewed fiscal year 2023 budget

Reviewed the board, executive committee/audit oversight committee minutes

Performed pension census data testing for MTS and SDTI

Performed distributions testing for SDTC Pension

Performed participant data testing for SDTC Pension

Performed preliminary TDA compliance expenditure testing

Preliminary GASB 96 discussions — will need to be implemented as of 7/1/21 for
comparative financial statements

CURRENT YEAR INTERIM RESULTS:

Based on the interim procedures performed, internal controls for the selected transaction cycles
appeared to be both properly designed and effectively operating in order to prevent and detect
material misstatements. No exceptions were noted.

OPEN ITEMS:

1. SDTI inventory count — scheduled for June 30 — please provide updated inventory listing
by 6/28 in the afternoon
2. Collection of items to be mailed after June 30
a. Confirmations
b. Attorney letters
3. Audit Oversight Committee meeting on July 13 at 9AM — live meeting

IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW GASB PRONOUNCEMENTS

GASB Statement No. 91 — In May 2019, GASB issued Statement No. 91, Conduit Debt
Obligations. The

primary objectives of this Statement are to provide a single method of reporting conduit debt
obligations by issuers and eliminate diversity in practice associated with (1) commitments
extended by issuers, (2) arrangements associated with conduit debt obligations, and (3) related
note disclosures. This Statement achieves those objectives by clarifying the existing definition of
a conduit debt obligation; establishing that a conduit debt obligation is not a liability of the issuer;
establishing standards for accounting and financial reporting of additional commitments and
voluntary commitments extended by issuers and arrangements associated with conduit debt
obligations; and improving required note disclosures. Application of this statement is effective for
MTS'’s fiscal year ending June 30, 2023 but it will not have an effect on financial reporting.

GASB Statement No. 94 — In March 2020, GASB issued Statement No. 94, Public—Private and
Public—Public Partnerships and Availability Payment Arrangements. The primary objective of this
Statement is to improve financial reporting by addressing issues related to public—private and
public—public partnership arrangements (PPPs). As used in this Statement, a PPP is an
arrangement in which a government (the transferor) contracts with an operator (a governmental
or nongovernmental entity) to provide public services by conveying control of the right to operate
or use a nonfinancial asset, such as infrastructure or other capital asset (the underlying PPP
asset), for a period of time in an exchange or exchange—like transaction. Application of this
statement is effective for MTS’s fiscal year ending June 30, 2023, but it is not expected to have
an effect on financial reporting.

A-2
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GASB Statement No. 96 — In May 2020, GASB issued Statement No. 96, Subscription—Based
Information Technology Arrangements.. This Statement provides guidance on the accounting and
financial reporting for subscription—based information technology arrangements (SBITAs) for
government end users (governments). This Statement (1) defines a SBITA; (2) establishes that a
SBITA results in a right—to—use subscription asset— an intangible asset—and a corresponding
subscription liability; (3) provides the capitalization criteria for outlays other than subscription
payments, including implementation costs of a SBITA; and (4) requires note disclosures regarding
a SBITA. Application of this statement is effective for MTS’s fiscal year ending June 30, 2023 and
it is expected that it will have an effect on financial reporting (will need to be implemented
retroactively to 7/1/2021).

GASB Statement No. 99 — In April 2022, GASB issued Statement No. 99, Omnibus 2022. The
objectives of this Statement are to enhance comparability in accounting and financial reporting
and to improve the consistency of authoritative literature by addressing (1) practice issues that
have been identified during implementation and application of certain GASB Statements and (2)
accounting and financial reporting for financial guarantees. Application of this statement is
effective for MTS’s fiscal year ending June 30, 2023. It is not expected that this will have an effect
on 2023 financial reporting.

YEAR END DATES:

Three weeks beginning August 21, 2023777

A-3
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Interim Audit Procedures

e Initial risk assessment

*  Obtain understanding and perform walkthrough and/or tests of
control on significant transaction classes

*  Financial Reporting (Budgeting/Journal Entries, Reports to Board)
*  Revenue and Cash Receipts

*  Procurement and Cash Disbursements

e Capital Assets

. Inventory

*  Payroll and Human Resources
*  Confirm risk assessment and design audit procedures
* |T system controls/cyber security

*  Fraud risk inquiries

* Prepare attorney letters and confirmations

* Preliminary analytics — utilizing audit artificial intelligence tool
(MindBridge)

WWW.pungroup.com
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Interim Audit Procedures (Continued)

* Census data testing — PERS/SDTC Pension/OPEB
e Related party testing

* TDA Compliance testing

* |nventory count

e SDTC Pension distribution testing
* Review board meeting minutes




Interim Audit Results

Based on the interim procedures performed, internal
controls for the selected transaction cycles appeared
to be properly designed, in place, and operating
effectively in order to prevent and detect material
misstatements.

No significant deficiencies or material weaknesses
over internal control, compliance, or financial
reporting noted.

We do not provide an opinion on the operating
effectiveness of MTS’s internal controls — data
gathered is for risk assessment purposes.

WWW.pungroup.com
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SAN DIEGO METROPOLITAN TRANSIT SYSTEM
AUDIT OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE PRESENTATION

Implementation of Significant New GASB Standard

» GASB Statement No. 96, Subscription-Based IT Arrangements (SBITAS)

» Requires balance sheet recognition of certain subscription-based IT arrangements that
previously were expensed. It establishes a single model for SBITA accounting based on
the foundational principle that SBITAs are financings of the right to use an underlying
asset.

» MTS will report “right-to-use” intangible assets and a corresponding subscription liability.

» Reporting will be retroactive to 7/1/2022

HE
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